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Born in 1977, Rebecca started singing at 16, in church en \ "
abstinence on behalf of the True Love W. ampaign for tee ] ge students. § A
“Leaders in the church were inviting me to speak to other teenagers about the impor- s .-"'-.N
tance of purity,” she recalled in a recent interview with Celebrate Life. “There weren't f A ..
other teenagers talking about this issue publicly in the church. It became something . g % \® b 4
that I saw the need for. And then I wrote a song about it [“Wait for Me”], and I wrote e 5
a couple of books about it [Wait for Me, 2002, and Pure, 2008].” She went on to have a B
fl i --« S B T4

stellar career (see sidebar). :

A few years ago, during a brief “sabbatical,” Rebecca discerned that God was call- [
ing her to be more involved with faith and family films, “because the content that g, ™ .
comes out of Hollywood and the arts is a very powerful medium. I think that a lot of % A | p—
Christians have shied away from being involved in Hollywood because they feel that | N o 3
it’s evil. But I think Christians need to be involved to help shape the content.” So, a
couple of years ago, she moved from the Nashville area to the Los Angeles area and
enrolled in an acting course. And the abstinence message soon led to the pro-life mes-
sage, a progression that Rebecca views as very natural.
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How can I help?

“What propelled me into the pro-
life movement full-force was that I
went with a couple of friends to a
banquet, a crisis pregnancy center
fundraiser, in LA a year and a half
ago,” she said. “And I saw a
woman who was eight months
pregnant ... who had abortions in
the past, and she wept, talking
about that. And the pregnancy
center told her, “We would loving-
ly support you,” and that’s what
she needed to be able to choose
life. She was just glowing with the
child within her. It was just such a
beautiful picture of Christians lov-
ing the broken, seeing Jesus in
them and showing the people His
love in very practical ways. So
we're talking about saving lives
here; this 1s huge stuff.”

Rebecca was also struck by the
center’s tremendous need for sup-
port. “I remember saying that night,
‘God, show me what I can do to
help.” A couple of months later, I
was asked to audition to play the
role of an unmarried pregnant girl.
Also, God gave me a song called
‘Little One’ that 1 wrote from the

perspective of my character speak-
ing to her unborn child, and that is
in the film.” She wrote it in half an
hour after learning she had been
given the film’s lead role.

Rebecca had been studying
acting for several months when
Pure Flix Entertainment, a
Christian film studio, asked her to
audition to play Sarah Collins in
Sarahy Choice, a well-produced,
well-acted movie with a strong pro-
life message that was released in
November 2009. She prepared for
the role by asking the pregnancy
center to help her understand the
emotions experienced in an
unplanned pregnancy. Just before
the film was released, two friends
revealed their abortion experiences
to her, which confirmed for her the
importance of the film’s message.

The great stuff
Sarah s Chocce skillfully and realisti-

cally illustrates multiple facets of
experiencing an unplanned preg-
nancy, and refutes widespread
misperceptions about marriage,
family life and life in general. As
Rebecca put it, “With anything

Highlights of Rebecca’s achievements

*She won a Grammy for best rock gospel album in 2000, for Pray.

*She won the Gospel Music Association’s Dove Award in 2002, 2004 and
2006 for special event album of the year.

*Seventeen of her songs have reached the Top 10 lists for contemporary
Christian music and nine reached the number-one slot.

* She has authored 10 books.

*Over 100,000 copies of her book Wait for Me have been sold.

* Her book Pure: A 90-day Devotional for the Mind, Body, & Spirit reached
the Top 10 list of the Christian Booksellers Association’s Best Seller List for

February 2009.

*She has had supporting roles in four films for the Christian/family market;
her first starring role was in Sarah’s Choice.
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truly good in life, there’s going to
be sacrifice; there’s going to be
pain. Sometimes we buy into this
cultural lie that if we are getting
life right, then everything is going
to be easy.” Among the film’s most
memorable lines: “You could have
the great stuff. But you can onl_y
get it by going through the bad
stuff, ‘cause that’s where the great
stuff is.”

The film uses an approach sim-
ilar to that of Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol to illustrate the
consequences of choices —a device
Rebecca described as “very power-
ful.” She added, “So many women
are still feeling pain about their
abortions. They just need to know
that there is forgiveness. So, the
fact that the forgiveness-redemp-
tion element was [also] so strong
in the film meant a lot to me.”

Getting the word out
Rather than having the typical ini-

tial theater run, Saraby Choice was
immediately available on DVD,
screenings were hosted in several
cities and hundreds of churches
have hosted showings. It has been
publicized through Christian media
outlets and ministries, and market-
ed through Christian media ven-
dors. Starting this summer, it will
also be distributed through main-
stream retailers such as Wal-Mart.
In late January, it reached first
place in Amazon.com’s Christian
DVD rankings.

Rebecca reports, “People have
seen the movie and chosen life, we
have heard. ... It is beautiful to
hear their stories.”

Rebecca has made a number of
media appearances to promote the
film, “because if it does well, there
will be more films of this kind.” In
January, she had several Christian
media interviews and spoke out in
defense of Focus on the Family’s

Tim Tebow ad when the abortion
lobby attempted to prevent it from
being aired during the Super Bowl.

On the FOX News Channel,
Rebecca was interviewed on FOX ¢5
Friends short]_y after the film’s launch
and has been featured on Hannity
three times in the last few months,
discussing various topics. At her
February appearance, she criticized
Planned Parenthood’s attempt to
provide graphic sex education to
children as young as 10.

A growing passion
Since the fall of 2009, Rebecca has

been involved with many fundrais-
ing events at pro-life pregnancy
centers nationwide. She reports
that many are now using Sarahy
Choice for their school outreach
programs. Her ongoing work for
the centers has been the most
rewarding result of her involve-
ment in Sarabhy Choice, she
explained. “My passion for the
pro-life message has just grown
and grown and grown, as | have
encountered these different preg-
nancy centers. It’s just beautiful to
see their work, and I've felt so
incredibly fulfilled and energized,
coming alongside of what they're
doing and supporting them.”

There was noticeable emotion
in Rebecca’s voice as she reflected
on Big Abortion’s attack on preg-
nancy centers:

Pregnancy centers are seen to
be troublemakers. People
stereotype PCs as being really
ungracious or in your face.
There is such a wrong percep-
tion about what they do, where
actually Planned Parenthood
has an agenda to ... really pitch
abortion ... On the other hand,
the pregnancy centers are say-
ing, “At no cost to you, we want
to help you choose life. We want

During the movie Sarah’s Choice, a vision reveals the result of choosing life

to give you free counseling, free
ultrasounds and help to protect
you from making a decision that
you'll regret.” It's absolutely
unfathomable to me. It seems
like the fever of Satan, that he
has allowed PCs to be seen in
such a negative way and yet PP
is seen positively. It doesn’t
make sense. The PCs are giving
to clients and ask for nothing,
and Planned Parenthood is
pitching abortion, which is
going to bring so much emotion-
al damage, and take a life and
take the girl’s money. And yet,
PCs get the bad rap? What has
been the most shocking to me,
the most appalling, is to see how
that lie is perpetuated. So I want
to be a part of changing that.

Rebecca said, “All the projects
that I have coming up, I'm sure —
when I'm in control of the con-
tent—will have some pro-life con-
tent. We're working on a new
album. Hopefully, my song from
the movie, ‘Little One,” will be on
it. I just started a new book on dat-
ing; I'm sure that the pro-life mes-
sage will show up in there on some
level. I feel like God has given me
this passion. Outside of doing
fundraising events for pregnancy
centers, | also talk about the pro-

life message. It’s really pretty all-
encompassing.”
Her closing words:

I want to encourage people to
see the beautiful work of preg-
nancy centers. It's been fantas-
tic to see that Americans are
now more pro-life than pro-
abortion, but we still need to
pray for a change in people’s
hearts. These are exciting days
we're 1n, and we need to stay
encouraged. This is one of my
favorite Bible verses:
“Therefore, my beloved broth-
ers, be firm, steadfast, always
fully devoted to the work of the
Lord, knowing that in the Lord
your labor is not in vain” (1
Cor. 15:58). And I think that
definitely applies to what we're
doing here.

Stephanie Hopping is editor of Celebrate
Life. For more information on Rebecca St.
James, visit www.rsjames.com or
www.myspace.com/rebeccastjames. For
more information on Sarab’s Choice, visit
www.pureflix.com.

Like Rebecca, American Life League sup-
ports pregnancy centers. We provide these
centers with literature, our Baby Steps
DVD and other resources, at no charge,
thamks to our supporters’ generosity.

E-mail this article from our
web site www.clmagazine.org.
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